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Editor's Address 

 

Welcome to the first edition of the year. I hope that all have a healthy year. A full Flyer for you this 

edition with the main article the report of the commemoration of the memorial to the crash victims. I 

am indebted to Jack Troughton for his kind permission to reproduce his article as published in the local 

press. 

 

Contents 

 
Chairman’s report 
Memorial Service on Montgo 
An update from the Ambassador 
Annual General Meeting 
Annual Christmas luncheon 
A small boy’s reminiscences 
20 questions 
Pantomime 
Burns night 
Forthcoming events 
Useful information 

 

Chairman's Report 
 

The closing of 2019 and the start of 2020 was a very busy period for the Branch.  The main event as we 

entered into December was the construction, erection and blessing of the memorial to the 7 airmen who 

lost their lives when their Wellington aircraft crashed onto the Montgo mountain on 5th December 

1950.  The activities surrounding the memorial absorbed much of our time, particularly as December 

approached.  Our branch President, Cameron, did an outstanding job on the construction and locating 

the monument and our Chaplain, Fr. Jim, was exemplary in running the dedication services – even the 

weather was kind to us when up on the mountain.  However, little of what was achieved would have 

happened if the monies to pay for the memorial had not been forthcoming. In this respect, Sue McNae 

did a splendid job organising an enjoyable Quiz Night, the outcome of which was sufficient funds to 

cover most of the costs.  This was a tremendous event and the branch received many congratulations 

from those who participated.  A fuller report is contained elsewhere in the Flyer. 

 

Also, early in December myself and Margaret were invited to represent the branch at a lunch in 

Alicante hosted by the newly appointed British Ambassador to Spain, Mr. Hugh Elliott.  This was an 



event organised for local charitable organisation leaders to meet the Ambassador and have the 

opportunity to question him on matters of concern.  I am delighted that the Ambassador was totally 

open in the answers he gave to questioning on future expatriate rights post BREXIT, which were all of 

a positive nature.  Also in attendance were the Consul for Alicante, Sara-Jane Morris, and the Alicante 

Vice Consul, Sara Munsterhjelm. The photo below shows the Ambassador, the very tall man at the rear 

of the line-up, with the other invited guests. 

 

 
 

Later in December I was pleased to see that so many of our branch members supported our pre-

Christmas party at the Black Apple in Jalon, extremely well organised by Alan Gill.  Likewise, support 

for our annual celebration of the Bard of Scotland attracted an attendance of 60 people in January. 

For 2020 it was decided to hold our AGM at the Los Arcos restaurant in February.  Branch members in 

attendance received positive reports from all members of the committee, reflecting an active and 

productive 2019.  Once more our financial records had been well-maintained by Maggie Dennis and 

received a clean bill of health from the Independent Examiner, Mr. Jerry Arnold; the accounts were 

approved by the members.  The Wings Officer reported that an exceptional donation of £3,000 had 

been made to the Association’s Wings Appeal and the Secretary advised that branch membership had 

been maintained at around the 100 mark.   Alan Gill gave a full report on all the various social activities 

that had been arranged during 2019 and Len Hewitt, our Flyer editor, advised that the Flyer had been 

published on 4 occasions during the year and encouraged more articles. Unfortunately, although most 

of the committee had agreed to continue in their respective roles for a further year, Brian and Pauline 

Flowers, Hon Secretary and Membership Secretary respectively, had decided to retire at the end of the 

AGM.  Regrettably, although many appeals had been made for volunteers from the branch to come 

forward to fill these appointments, none were forthcoming.  However, the work of the committee has 

continued, and I can report that, following the AGM, Jane Morley has volunteered to take on the duties 

of Membership Secretary and a process of handing over this task has commenced.  Additionally, 

various options are under consideration regarding the separating-out of the tasks previously undertaken 

by the Secretary to lighten the load for those who have to take on this work.  I must emphasise that 

what has been arranged as far as the role of Secretary is concerned is not the solution – your committee 

needs additional individuals to come forward to help in any way they can.  Please let me know if you 

can provide some assistance.  Perhaps the highlight of the AGM came at the end when the branch 

President announced that the committee had agreed to nominate Brian and Pauline to become Branch 

Life Vice Presidents, appointments warmly received and acclaimed by the membership.  The President 



presented Brian and Pauline with a certificate confirming their appointments.  

 

The coming year is likely to be a difficult period for the branch, unless members come forward to help 

run the branch.  This will be a busy year with many RAF historic events, including the 80th anniversary 

of the Battle of Britain, to celebrate.  We need your help.  

 

Bob Hunt 

 

 
Mountainside memorial unveiled to RAF airmen 
Emotional tribute 69 years after storm tragedy 
By Jack Troughton 
 
The seven Royal Air Force airmen who perished when a Wellington crashed onto the Montgo 
mountain above Denia on December 5, 1950, were finally honoured in an emotional ceremony 69 
years later. 
 
Flying to Gibraltar on a navigational training exercise, the twin-engine aircraft NA598 was hit by 
extreme weather and flew off course into disaster. And just as the little-known incident was in danger 
of fading from living memory, the North Costa Blanca Branch of the Royal Air Forces Association 
decided to turn detective and find out more - and organise a fitting tribute to those who lost their 
lives. 
 
A permanent memorial was unveiled at the crash site watched by relatives of those on board the 
Wellington and followed by a moving service at the Ermita del Pare Pere, a mountainside chapel. 
Members of the families have travelled to Gibraltar in the past to visit the graves of the airmen in the 
North Front Cemetery, some have made a pilgrimage to the Costa Blanca and the crash site but for 
others it was a first visit to where the men lost their lives on a sloping ‘boulder field’ under a sheer 
rock face of the Montgo. And after days of coastal storms - extreme weather perhaps similar to 
December 1950 - the sun shone on the brick and granite memorial bearing the names of the RAF 
personnel who lost their lives: pilot Flight Lieutenant Leonard West; navigator Flight Lieutenant Robert 
Baker, master navigator Warrant Officer Peter Pullar DFM; Flight Sergeant Ernest Hansom; and three 
Aircraftsmen First Class Neville Jones, Roy Ouseley, and Peter Field Thorne. The first four men were 
experienced flyers having served in World War Two; the three aircraftsmen were listed as 
‘supernumerary’ - probably on a navigation course at the school or possibly on an air experience 
flight. 
And sadly, despite intensive research and appeals, no relatives of Robert Baker were discovered. 
 
Flight 
 
The Wellington was the lead aircraft in a flight of five planes that left the Central Navigation and 
Control School based at RAF Shawbury in Shropshire, made an overnight refuelling stop at Istres in 
south east France and continued flying south on December 5. 
 
Encountering the bad weather, the four aircraft accompanying NA598 were ordered to turn back; the 
formation commander decided to continue the journey. At some point the crew encountered the 



severe storm and - for reasons still unclear - were off course and at low altitude when the plane hit 
the north side of the Montgo at around 15.00. 
 
The explosion was heard by people living in Denia. Because of the extreme weather and the difficult 
terrain, rescuers did not reach the crash site until the next morning - they found wreckage spread over 
a large area and were able to recover the bodies of the seven men, all thrown clear of the doomed 
plane on impact - the dead men were “reverently” placed in flagged coffins and covered in flowers at 
the town hall before they were transported south by ambulance to The Rock. Difficult political 
circumstances of the time made it difficult for the RAF to visit the site for a Board of Inquiry; however, 
the Spanish air force was thanked for its assistance in supplying information and photographs. RAFA 
branch president Cameron Gair designed the memorial and vice president Colin McNae researched 
the story, both were determined - backed by members – the history of the accident should not remain 
“undiscovered and unremembered”. 
 
Tribute 
 
He also paid tribute to the people of Denia for the care they took recovering the bodies of the dead 
and returned year after year to pay tribute to the airmen. Father Jim said the tragedy should be 
remembered. “I think it’s just about right before it slipped from memories; a time for a memorial and 
marking the loss of their lives.” 
 
 
Father Jim Booker, the RAFA branch chaplain who took the service on the mountain and in the chapel 
helped by Father Marcus Ronchetti and Father Rodney Middleton, said he was glad to have visited the 
mountain, gaining a “real insight” into the scene - the “gently slope” of the crash site against the 
“great cliffs” of the Montgo and the “horrific” nature of the crash. 
 
 
Air Marshall Sir Graham Stacey KBE CB BSc MA and the European Area President of RAFA, said the 
crew were part of the “trail blazing” of navigation at the time, work that would take the science 
forward in both military and civil aviation. And he said despite the political differences between Spain 
and the UK in 1950, the “bond” between airmen had witnessed the two air forces working together 
after the disaster and he thanked a Spanish air force colonel for joining the memorial. And Sir Graham 
highlighted the work of the RAFA team. “No one can fail to be awestruck by what has been done by a 
small team of volunteers; people who have taken an idea and followed it through. 
 
“This is something that could so easily have been forgotten about but what has happened is we have 
kept this memory and this spirit alive.” He said in 1950 the seven men - who had lived through the war 
- were looking forward to peace throughout Europe and were full of hope. 
 
“But that was taken away in an instant and a set of events led to that tragic accident - let’s not just 
remember them but pledge to go forward and create that better life they all hoped for.” 
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An update from the Ambassador 

Dear All, 

 It has been a while since we last sent you an update and, indeed, some of you may not have 
heard from us before, but have been added to this distribution list by colleagues in our 
consulates across Spain. The aim of these occasional updates is to alert you to 
developments that are important for UK nationals and to ask you to share the content as you 
feel appropriate. If you don’t want to receive these updates, please reply to this email letting 
me know and I will remove you from the list. 

  



Brexit: where we are now 

 As you will know, the UK left the EU last Friday at 23:00 (CET), so it seems like the right time 
to send you an update on what this means for UK nationals living in Spain. 

The Withdrawal Agreement which sets out how the UK leaves the EU has been agreed by both the UK and EU 
and is now in force. This is very positive news for UK nationals who are resident in Spain, as the Withdrawal 
Agreement contains some really important protections for your rights: 

▪  You will be able to continue to live and work in Spain 

▪  UK state pensioners will continue to have lifelong healthcare as long as they remain living in Spain. 
This also applies to residents who claim a UK state pension in the future 

▪  Your UK state pension will continue to be uprated. As above, this also applies to those claiming a 
pension in the future 

Those rights will be protected for as long as you live in Spain, provided you are legally resident here by the end 
of 2020 – that means having the green residency certificate, which remains a valid document.  These citizens’ 
rights are not affected by the negotiations taking place on future trade and security. 

The Withdrawal Agreement also provides an Transition Period (from 31 January until 31 December 2020) 
during which time nothing will change for UK Nationals in Spain. You will also be able to exchange your driving 
licence until the end of 2020 without taking a driving test.   

The rules for travel between the UK and Spain will not change during the transition period. We know that there 
are many swallows, who split their time between the UK and Spain, who are concerned about what the UK’s 
departure from the EU means for them. They will be able to continue as they have been until the end of this 
year, but after that freedom of movement will end, which will have an impact on how long UK nationals will be 
able to spend in Spain without a visa or residence permit. We will be providing further information on our 
Facebook channels specifically for swallows and would encourage them to also sign up for alerts to travel 
advice (https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/spain). 

What to do next 

Residency: the most important thing UK nationals can do is to make sure they are registered as a resident 
before 31 December 2020. If you are not yet registered you should take steps to apply as soon as possible 
(https://sede.administracionespublicas.gob.es/icpplus/index.html). If you already have the green A4 or credit 
card-sized certificate you may need to exchange this for a foreigners’ card (or TIE). We will 
update gov.uk/livinginspain and facebook.com/britsinspain as soon as we have further information, but for 
now anyone with the green certificate does not need to take action. 

Driving licence: we advise anyone living in Spain to exchange their UK driving licence for a Spanish one by 31 
December as you will be able to do so without taking a driving test during this period. The DGT (dgt.es) has 
updated its website to confirm that UK licences will continue to be exchanged as before during the transition 
period (ie in the same way as any other EU licence). We recommend people take action as soon as they can as 
the number of appointments in some areas still seems to be quite limited, but do keep trying and remember 
that you do not need to exchange where you are resident if other areas have more appointment availability. 

Healthcare: we urge people to check that they are accessing healthcare in the correct way. For example, if you 
are resident in Spain you should not be using a UK-issued EHIC to access healthcare unless you are a student or 
a posted worker. Please see https://www.gov.uk/guidance/healthcare-in-spain-including-the-balearic-and-
canary-islands for further information. 

Further information 

The Living in Guide: gov.uk/livinginspain is the official source for government information. Please do sign up for 
updates, so you are aware if anything changes. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fforeign-travel-advice%2Fspain&data=02|01||f60756b06ef6463d64d808d7ab1bb7dd|84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa|1|0|637166007850913198&sdata=KhEnqxM7KYWBFv%2Fzg1MsYMkBwZGnMdVJv1IFnEYWLz0%3D&reserved=0
https://sede.administracionespublicas.gob.es/icpplus/index.html
http://gov.uk/livinginspain
http://facebook.com/britsinspain
http://dgt.es/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fhealthcare-in-spain-including-the-balearic-and-canary-islands&data=02|01||f60756b06ef6463d64d808d7ab1bb7dd|84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa|1|0|637166007850923210&sdata=%2FCB%2F4NHNyeb59J8e9xVC9XoAf3NJJhjb9lZF4Pv524k%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fhealthcare-in-spain-including-the-balearic-and-canary-islands&data=02|01||f60756b06ef6463d64d808d7ab1bb7dd|84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa|1|0|637166007850923210&sdata=%2FCB%2F4NHNyeb59J8e9xVC9XoAf3NJJhjb9lZF4Pv524k%3D&reserved=0
http://gov.uk/livinginspain


Facebook.com/britsinspain is our Facebook community for UK nationals and contains some really helpful 
guidance and videos 

To view the latest video message from HMA Hugh Elliott to UK nationals 
visit: https://www.facebook.com/BritsInSpain/videos/1352265428277649/ 

To view the latest Facebook Live Q&A with HMA Hugh Elliott and Regional Consular Policy Advisor Lorna  

Geddie visit: https://www.facebook.com/BritsInSpain/videos/502630740662195/ 

 

 

Annual General Meeting 
 
Prior to the start of business membership badges were awarded to new members Eileen Price and 
Hugh Parker. 
 
The Annual General Meeting of the Branch was convened on 10 February 2020 at the Los Arcos 
restaurant, Pedreguer and was well attended by members. All current Committee members were 
reelected apart from the Secretary and Membership Secretary who were retiring. The Chairman, Bob 
Hunt, made an appeal for a volunteer to take over these important positions but at the present time 
none were forthcoming.  
 
At the conclusion of business the President, Cameron Gair, presented a certificate to Brian and Pauline 
Flowers appointing them as Life Vice Presidents for their dedicated service to the Branch as Secretary 
and Membership Secretary respectively. 
 
Bob Hunt 
 

 
 
President, Cameron Gair presenting membership badge to Hugh Parker 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FBritsInSpain%2Fvideos%2F1352265428277649%2F&data=02|01||f60756b06ef6463d64d808d7ab1bb7dd|84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa|1|0|637166007850933215&sdata=7rvCmooUfrFV9ppy3ouIV6PN8gp%2FXgrK3dCmvSR%2FLtg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FBritsInSpain%2Fvideos%2F502630740662195%2F&data=02|01||f60756b06ef6463d64d808d7ab1bb7dd|84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa|1|0|637166007850943226&sdata=WUiKAczzuwqpa8vDAn%2BCBBl78jbYi1isv90SdAN80%2FY%3D&reserved=0


 

 
President, Cameron Gair, presenting membership badge to Eileen Price 

 

 

 
President, Cameron Gair and Chairman, Bob Hunt, presenting Brian and Pauline Flowers with their 
certificate as Vice Presidents. 

 
Photographs by Colin McNae 
 

Christmas luncheon 
 
On Wednesday, 18 December, 41 members and guests assembled at the Black Apple Bistro, Jalon, to 



celebrate the annual Christmas luncheon. The restaurant is situated in a flower shop making for a very 
pleasant and unusual venue. 
 
Leonard Hewitt 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographs by Coin McNae and John Snell 

 
 
 
A Small boy’s Reminiscences of World War II in North London. 

 
I was born in Edmonton, North London, in August 1938 and my parents, two sisters, brother, and I (the 
youngest) remained in North London throughout World War II, apart from two months that we spent 
with relatives in Batley, Yorkshire, in the early part of 1941. 



 
From 1943 onwards, I remember seeing large formations of B17s, and later B29s, 
flying 

over North London on their way to Germany. The RAF Lancasters flew on night 
bombing raids, so I didn’t see them so often. German Air raids on north London 
occurred quite frequently, and if the siren went off whilst my sister, Valerie, and I 
were walking to school, we either had to run to school or run home, where we had 
an underground Anderson shelter in our garden. We used to paint pictures of 
Mickey Mouse etc. to pass the time in the shelter. Most housing estates in 

Edmonton had one or two houses demolished by German bombs. 
 
In 1944 the V1s (Doodlebugs) started to fall on London. If we heard the unmistakable sound of a V1’s 
pulse-jet engine stop, we knew that a loud explosion would follow shortly afterwards. I remember 
watching a Spitfire chase a V1 and tip it over, so it crashed into the allotments near our house. 
 
The V2s were much worse than the V1s because they flew at supersonic speed, so you heard them 
arriving after the explosion. Moreover, they carried more high explosive than the V1s, and when one 
hit the Dunlop factory just across the road from our house in the middle of the night in March 1945, 
the factory was obliterated. Our house was badly damaged, but we all survived OK. One of my school-
friends, who lived nearby, acquired a stammer due to the shock of the blast. Another V2 annihilated a 
whole housing estate in White Hart Lane (of Tottenham Hotspur fame), just down the road from our 
house. 
 
American tank transporters used to roll along the North Circular Road through Edmonton on their way 
to or from Tilbury Docks on the Thames. As small boys we called out, “Got any gum chum?” 
whereupon the American troops would throw us packets of chewing gum or boiled sweets. These 
were a real treat for us as we rarely received any sweets, which were not available in Great Britain 
during and for several years after the war. My parents kept chickens and grew potatoes in our garden, 
to supplement the meagre food rations. 
 
My father was a cabinet-maker, so he worked throughout the war in a nearby furniture factory 
repairing damaged wooden aircraft, mostly Oxfords, which were used to train RAF pilots. He was also 
a member of the Lea Valley Home Guard Unit (Dad’s Army), which was a somewhat more efficient 
force than the one portrayed by the BBC TV series. He was fully equipped with his Home Guard 
uniform, a rifle, several knives, and a bayonet. “They don’t like it up ‘em!” 

 
Brian Flowers 
 

20 Questions about the 2010’S 
 
1. Which Briton spent 6 months in space in 2016? 
2. In 2011 which European prince married a former Olympic swimmer? 
3. What became the world´s tallest building when it was opened in 2010? 
4. What was the name of the 2018 movement, named after an item of clothing, against the policies of 
French President Emanuel Macron? 



5. In 2018 who stood down as First Minister of Wales after nine years in the post? 
6. Who, in 2017, had a record breaking 14 of the top 15 songs in the UK singles charts? 
7. Which former First Lady of the USA died in 2016? 
8. How many great grandchildren of the Queen were born in this decade? 
9. Which event at the Winter Olympics was won solely by Britons in this decade? 
10. What was the best-selling car in the UK for every year of the 2010’s?  
11. What is the name of the Queen´s rowbarge specially commissioned for the Diamond Jubilee 
parade on the Thames? 
12. In the 2010´s Andy Murray won the Wimbledon´s Men’s title twice. Who did he beat? 
13. Who did Barack Obama defeat in the 2012 US Presidential election? 
14. Who became Governor of the Bank of England in 2013? 
15. Who was the only non-Mercedes driver to win the F1 World championship in the 2010´s? 
16. In 2018 Royal Caribbean launched its latest cruise liner, the largest in the world to date. What is its 
name? 
17. Prior to his election as Pope Francis in 2013 of where was he Archbishop? 
18. Which actor and world class bridge player died in 2015? 
19. During this decade Sandi Toksvig became the new presenter of which THREE TV programmes? 
20. In which year did British riders win the Tour de France, Giro d´Italia and Vuelta de España? 
 
Sue McNae 
 

Pantomime 
 
Despite two members having to withdraw at very short notice, due to illness, a party of 
eighteen people (seventeen branch members and one guest) went to the Careline Theatre in  
Alcalali on the evening of Saturday 18th January to see the pantomime, which this year was 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears. Prior to arriving at the theatre a meal had been arranged at 
the Bar Torre in the village. Unfortunately, the group missed the impromptu appearance, on a 
different evening's performance, of your Social Member who, whilst setting the scene in a 
blackout, was revealed still in the three bears cottage when all the stage lights were switched 
on. Photograph shows the happy diners at the Bar Torre and Bob probably writing his report 
for the Flyer. 
 
Alan Gill 

 



 
 
Photograph by Leonard Hewitt 

 
Burns Night 
 
On Saturday, 25 January, 2020, 72 members and guests gathered at The Inn on the Green, Javea, to 
celebrate the anniversary of the birth of the Scottish Bard, Robert Burns. After the introductory 
address in his improved accent (improved because I couldn’t understand one word) Bob Hunt 
welcomed members and guests to the 125th event in homage to the esteemed poet. Colin McNae 
gave an interesting account of the life and exploits of Robert Burns. He manages to bring into his story 
each year new facts to keep us interested. Alan Gill gave the tribute to the ladies which was ably 
responded to by Maggie Dennis. The haggis was ceremoniously paraded to the accompaniment of the 
piper, when followed the serving of the neaps and tatties by the staff of the restaurant. This was 
washed down by copious amounts of wine and whiskey. In all a very enjoyable evening. 
 
Leonard Hewitt 
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Answers to 20 questions 

 
1. Tim Peake, 2. Prince Albert of Monaco, 3. Burj Khalifa, Dubai. 4. Gilet Jaunes /Yellow Jacket, 5. 
Carwyn Jones, 6. Ed Sheeran, 7. Nancy Reagan, 8. Eight, 9. Women´s Skeleton, 10. Ford Fiesta, 11. 
Gloriana, 12. Novak Djokovic / Milos Raonic, 13. Mitt Romney, 14. Mark Carney, 15. Sebastian 

Vettel, 16. Symphony of the Seas, 17. Buenos Aires, 18. Omar Sharif, 19. Qi, Great British Bake Off, 15 
to 1, 20. 2018. 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 
Fallas at Gandia 
Flying day at Muchamiel 
 

Contact 
 

All articles ideally electronically and not locked, or copy protected and good quality photographs, 

which you own or have publishing rights, to the Editor: Leonard D Hewitt 

Email: rafancbbflyer@gmail.com  Tel: 965 973 459 

Next Deadline:  Items no later than 1 June 2020, please 

RAFA NCB Branch:   rafa-ncb.org.uk 

http://www.rafa-ncb.org.uk/


 

Useful Information 

 
Police & Fire 

National Police  091 

Fire Service   095 

Electricity (Iberdrola) 901 202 021 

 
Hospitals 

Dénia Hospital (La Jara)   966 429 000 

Help Desk Dénia Hospital   966 429 346 

Emergencies 112 

Pedrera Hospital (Dénia)  965 579 700 

Alicante General   965 938 300 

Universitario Valencia   961 622 300 

Help Organisations 

Help of Dénia & Equipment   966 427 044 

Hospital de Villajoyosa   966 859 800 

Dénia Emergency Equipment    966 427 044 

 

Other Information 



Help of Dénia Interpreters   966 427 044 

British Consulate   965 216 022 

Help of Benidorm    607 387 040 

Help (Benidorm) Equipment   663 495 396 

Help of Campello & San Juan    965 638 259 

Alicante Airport    966 919 000 

Valencia Airport   961 598 500 

 

 

    (Leonard Hewitt, March 2020) 

 
  


	Contact

